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A crucible of the

industrial revolution in MORPETH
the region, Bedlington

is one of the older

and more atfractive Al
towns in south east CRAMUNGTON
Northumberland.

Today, it's a busy spot ! | 1 - R == E -y ) : O Sl -
with local shops and A EASTIE - & ‘ =, | =

fascinating historic > w ConserV(]'hon

buildings lining the long A

tree-filled Front Street. reda

With the strikingly Spend a while in the

restored Market Place, conservation area and :

it's a lovely place to discover more than 1 ] : — . W T
take in the day. meets the eye... e | - - -
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ElE IR R Ll Simple qualities give Bedlington ifs

| special interest, with historic buildings
and pleasant open spaces combining
to create a distinctive townscape

ASHINGTON

upmarket housing and
a football ground. The

From -l-he -l-o 'l-he town was at ifs peak.

But the later twentieth
century brought
change. Mass housing
was built in surrounding

and beyond s qow

1 Z&3 N . . . carageway pushed -I-h f '-I- .I-' .I. .I.
A%ﬂ% Bedllngio.n has seen some Ini(?resilng through the rural road af s - Wor y o I S Co nserva Io n q req S q Us °
170N 2| changes in its development history over the west end, there was : S

21877 - SN the centuries, some leaving their mark demolition, and a few intrusive 1960s blocks built. Above: East End Front

more than others. Siil h of Bedlinaton’s attract dinteresti Street in the late nineteenth A Conservation Area is a whole neighbourhood which Warm, well-weathered yellow sandstone, quarried spots are Church Lane, Bell's Place, and St Cuthbert's
: : . I, enough ot bedingion s atiraciive and interesting century. Below: Sir Daniel has a special historic character from its buildings, streets locally, is the key building material here, giving the elevated, secluded churchyard, which is rich with
Bedlington is older than you may fhink, and probably SR SUYEE] 10 € CIRENS & CEsEEIon Ao Gooch (see overleatf). and spaces. The idea is to protect and enhance what ~ conservation area a distinctive feel. Many of the frees. There are still some inferesting old buildings and
has Saxon origins. Tradition has it that the remains of 1971. Today, the fown retains much of s historic Bottom: Bedlington in 1860. makes it special whilst still allowing new development.  architectural features - doorways, window openings, boundary walls in the back yards, too.
St Cuthbert (of Lindisfarne and Durham fame) rested authenticity from eighteenth and nineteenth century chimneys, efc - are quite plain, but a few are more
at the site of Bedlington's parish church in 1069. buildings, and the archaeology beneath. The Pattern of Development decoiative ThskhowsHhe prdelniqppeaiarca et Loss, Intrusion and Restoration
From early on, the town was a local capital, with renitr T PN B = SR _ - Ei?fl;wnugn:obneﬁc?r?;igvvcjggn ﬁrzgitlrseg’ﬁvﬁwcgkrig:fer;yp%dce developers have taken in Bedlington over the years. Eedlir;giﬁn ho: suff%r]ed hr::lrmb’ro it ;horoliTer ?Urin?h’rhe
i ' i ’ i i - e 4 ¥ § ' X - . wentieth century. There has been demolition (eg. the
gsn(cjhrzrgrzgsﬁﬂﬁgzq?gezﬁr?;gs 'VC]SSS F;L?Tl'(g? II(I:SO ' E f and church at the middle. Strings of buildings (most built As a market town, shopfronfs are key to the way it looks. medieval Old Hoﬁl and at the Market Place], gro?juol
Durham, and the Sheriffs or main representatives as houses, now shops and pubs) line the north side of Many shops were originally houses, and so have smal = yorication. and loss of some special features. But
were long linked o the Old Hall, demolished in 1959, Front Street, creating attractive ‘linear views' enlivened ~ domesfic-scale openings. Some have large fradifional 4,0 o 1o il o great integrity fo the historic environment,
' by trees. Alleys in between once led to fields beyond,  Wooden shopironts. There are a few good shopront and much can be rescued through restoration.
Although formlond surrounded Bedlington into The south side has  mix of smaller and larger buildings features surviving, and some are being restored, too. 0 2008 10 2013, a aront scheme called 6 Townseabe
TchheOngeen:geLhn?rTQSZJ%éIZi;n ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁg?&?gﬁ;& including religious, commercial and civic uses, plus XEIS IS Al Sl eITelomin =t/ el it Heritage Initiative, fur?ded by the Heritage Lottery Fun%
e e eind e faurd e, The fawi Hecsie former farms. This is all laid out behind a generous arc of ~ Many older roofs would have used red clay pantfiles and Northumberland County Council, helped to restore
. . b green spaces, a very attractive feature. (some can still be seen) but the arival of the railways some of the prominent historic buildings and spaces

pivotal fo suppling the new railway industry, led by in the nineteenth century brought cheap Welsh slate orinaing back £ the fown's distinciive charact
the Sfeph_ensons pf Newcastle. Commerce, industry Architectural Qualities to the region, so most of Bedlington's roofs use this rich, iNGING back some OT The Town's ASTINCHVE Character.
qnq hgusmg flourished, plus churches, schools, Bedlington Conservation Area has a wide range of dark material. This gives the area a spirited mix of roofs. : . .
institutions and many pubs. ‘ sighteenth and nineteenth century buildings which o Where’s your favourite spot in the

Above: By the mid create a strong ‘backbone’ of special inferest. So?g'buft'on of prakcesd : . T conservation area?

Window fo St m?n?:\zevctoi i‘f&‘g‘g’ : % 1% _ 7y (&= Most are simple two sforey buildings, and each tends fo crk?groccrif, Osdgdrici]sgzygs;l; ?Q Therepeléggf ((j]issﬂ;ocr;%g " Which of the more recent buildings have

S’:Jg;fﬁr; :g ;I;e s o i T e e v 15\ B \S/ox a “mﬁ frlorrn ﬂ;ebni)jqun creohnr? onT k?’r’rrci)cfrlv;: vo?ﬁfy. appearance. The Market Place and Market Cross were fitted in best with what's gone before?

The Old Hall, economy. Colleries See more about the town'’s history at Bedlington Library, or try: p(l)JbSe gn g ’rehs fgremegggliggsigiior?shosecm%rce Iie;Ier € restored in 2009/10, so it is once again a wonderful Which parts of the conservation area sfil

demolished and miners' ferraces www.keystothepast.info www.bedlingtonironworks.org orchil’rec’rurol detailing, with some Iolvely flourishes. space at e heart of the fown. Other characterfu need enhancement?

1959. were added, plus www.bedlington.couk  www.experiencewoodhorn.com






