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Minutes of the meeting held on 28th October 2013 at the Salvation Army, Hartford Road, Bedlington.

Present:
Brian Oliver – Chair




Val Tyler – CCllr & FoGP
     Margaret Oliver – Secretary



Russell Hogg – Vice Chair


 
Keith Dalton – WBTC & FoGP



Kayleigh Duffell – Pub Watch                              

PC Neil Nevens – Northumbria Police


Diane Turner – Pub Watch 
Adam Hogg – WBTC


                        John Masters – Chamber of Trade
Colin Heathcote – SNRG

                                    David Graham – WBTC


 
Paul Hedley – WBTC




8 Residents 

1. Welcome and Introductions
2.  Apologies  
      Twenty apologies were submitted.
3.  Minutes of the last meeting
      The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record.  Proposed by Keith Dalton and seconded by Val Tyler.

4.   Matters Arising:  
· Housing Development at Slaley Court: The Chair attended the site visit along with planning committee representatives and we shall have to wait for the results of the committees’ decision, the date of this relevant meeting is not yet known.                                   
· The Chair was asked to remind members of the WBTC town survey along with the on line market town survey which had been commissioned in conjunction with WBTC.  Some discussion took place regarding the delivery of the town survey as it appeared that areas had been missed.  It was noted by the chair that the separate business survey had only seen a handful of replies – very disappointing.
· The Chair with the help of K Dalton gave a brief update on the progress made by the company tasked with drawing up a master plan for Gallagher Park findings of which are to be completed by the end of December.

5. Police Update:  Given by Neil Nevens
· Crime statistics from the 1st April to 27th October 2013 in comparison same time 2012 for the Bedlington Sector.
      Total crimes recorded; 22 which was up by 4%.
      Shop lifting, up by 54% (mainly alcohol related), this is despite the shop watch scheme which Morrison and Tesco are participating in.

      Theft of pedal cycles, up by 109%.

      ASB down by 10%, Neil went on to report on recent sentencing and burglary incidents.

6. Townscape Heritage Initiative 
·  Bedlington Townscape Heritage Initiative will end what feels like its mammoth journey this December.  It all started in 2006/07 with the first bid to Heritage Lottery Fund. 

After securing funding of just under £2million from HLF and the Council in 2008, the THI has made steady progress in achieving its objective of regenerating Bedlington Conservation Area.  The funds have been spent on building grants, Market Place public realm and community activities to engage the local community in their heritage. 

· None of this would have been possible without the support of businesses who took up the opportunity to improve their building and the support from many local organisations such as the town council, the Forum, Bedlingtonshire Development Trust, Chamber of Trade, History Society and Leading Link - thank you to all (and sorry for any missed).  As a reminder, the new Market Place opened in December 2009 - 4 years ago! 

· The first building grant, Tallantyre, was awarded in Sept 2010 and completed March 2011.  Since then, 18 buildings have been improved (benefiting 26 local businesses) with a total grant of £860,000 matched with £200,000 from the local businesses - surely one of the most significant investments in the town for years.  There is one more scheme to complete which is Harddington Hogg Solicitors (100 Front St East).  This is due to start next month. 

·  In December we will hold a finale event to celebrate the completion of the THI - watch out for advertisement during November - all are invited to attend.  We will also publish a final newsletter and an updated conservation area leaflet to capture the THI regeneration - ' the heritage of the future'.  The Town Council have kindly taken ownership of the conservation area leaflet so it can be continually updated and distributed as necessary. 
7.  SNRG update by Colin Heathcote:
· At the last forum we reported that Synergy would be returning and that we would be aiming to complete around 400 hours of live broadcasting from the studio during the four-week broadcast.
· I'm delighted to tell you we achieved that objective and in so doing broke new barriers by staging live outside broadcasts from Morpeth, Woodhorn, Pegswood and Blyth on successive Saturday mornings.

· We gave football match coverage involving four local teams - Bedlington Terriers, Blyth Spartans, AFC Ashington and Morpeth Town - which included live up-dates on Saturday afternoons in our comprehensive sports programmes.

· Again, we were able to attract many guests to the studio to talk about their community activities, facilities and events, their books, sporting and cultural achievements and their businesses.  The daily morning and drive time programmes hosted more than 60 guests including the three MPs whose constituencies include our broadcast area.

· We recorded a tremendous artistic scoop by getting Geordie singer-songwriter John Turrell, a regular on the Craig Charles BBC Six Music show, to showcase his new CD on our morning programme.  In doing so, Synergy was the first radio station to play the album.  The week after John appeared on Synergy he was performing before a capacity crowd at the BBC's Proms in the Park in London.

· Our second 28-day broadcast finished on Friday 13th September and we believe it has given volunteers the vital experience that will be needed if we get awarded a full time broadcasting licence.

· To help promote the broadcast we used social media such as Twitter, Facebook, the Bedlington.co.uk site and our own web site in an effort to get the message over to a much greater degree than for the first broadcast in 2012.  And perhaps our greatest social media coup was to get the people behind the BBC TV series QI to tweet a supportive message on the first day of our broadcast.  As they have around 450,000 followers - many of whom re-tweet messages - this ensured that many people knew about us. Bearing in mind we were broadcasting simultaneously on-line, we know that we gained many listeners at home and abroad.

· We can also report that a message - or thread - posted on the Bedlington.co.uk site about our plan to develop a community radio station has provoked 10,000 'hits'.

· Local residents and people living further a field quickly joined the on-line conversation about plans for the radio station following the initial thread a few years ago.

· What makes this milestone more exciting for us is that the hits are based not on casual visitors to the website: they have been recorded on the site's 'Talk of the Town' which is a registered members- only forum.

· There has been genuine interest not only from South East Northumberland people but also from former residents in other parts of the UK and overseas.  Ex-pats in Canada, Australia, Argentina, Sweden and the USA have been regular visitors to the forum thread.

· We'd again like to express our gratitude for the great help, support and kind words we received from members of the Forum before, during and following the broadcast.

8.  Leading Link update:
· Attlee Park update: The groundwork is now well underway and it has been very exciting to watch it progress on a daily basis.  The Straughans have done us proud and have already completed the ramp for disabled access to the stage and equipment, new steps, a hard surfaced picnic area and a raised platform extended stage.  There is a new vehicle access adjacent to the stage with parking for at least 2 vans to the rear of the stage.  A new pedestrian entrance is replacing the current entrance.  There will be a stone wall built by John Hall with some of our young people starting in Oct/Nov.  Also at the entrance will be an archway and a mosaic spelling ‘Attlee Park’ and a bank of wild flowers.  There will then be a pathway to the picnic area for easy access.  The roof trusses have now been completed and work on the roof is likely to start w/c 21st Oct.  The roofers will also render the pillars and the back of the bandstand.  Barrington’s of Bedlington have completed a weathervane depicting coal and rail which will sit on the top peak of the roof.

· 60 young people (16 years) have been involved in the mural at the back of the stage, the mosaic and 5 picnic tables and seats.  A plaque is being made with all of their names will be displayed on one of the pillars at the rear of the stage.

· We are also really grateful to Councillors Val Tyler, Terry Johnstone and Alyson Wallace for donating £2,000 each towards the cost of this renovation.  Val has also pledged to pay the £1500 shortfall the project has produced which is fantastic as Leading Link would have taken a hit on this.

· Power to the stage is still under discussion between Malcolm Robinson and Mike Jeffrey and we will update accordingly if anything progresses.

· We are very excited to say that Creative People and Places have taken a much noted interest in the site.  They have a £2.6million to spend over the next 2.5 years.  I met with the creative director last week they are very interested in the site and how it can be included in their programme.  They have already committed to helping us with the Christmas Tree Light switch on – 5th December and the Big Event 3 on 21st June 2014.   

· We are confident that the works will be finished this side of Christmas (subject to weather) which is fantastic!  If anyone would like to follow the progress you can ‘like’ Leading Link on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.
· Christmas Tree Light Switch on: We are busy organising the event for Thurs 5th December from 4.30pm – 7.30pm with the switch on being 7pm.
· We have secured a stage and local talent for a good entertaining evening.  We have Santa’s Grotto, a hog roast, roasted chestnuts and Christmas stalls.  If you know of any local people who would like to be on stage or have a stall, please do let us know.

· We have circulated promotion for people of Bedlington to nominate members of the community and a reason why.  We already have 6 nominees all of whom are very worthy contestants.

· We are talking to the schools of Bedlington to try and make this a true community event.  We creative People and Places are working with us to design a massive Bedlington Terrier lantern and we have resources to build 50 smaller lanterns to hold a lantern parade into the square.  (They will be using LED lights!)  Radio Northumberland will be covering the event.

If anyone would like to contribute or get involved, please do let us know – we’d love to hear from you!

9.  Any Other Business

· Vice Chair, Russell Hogg gave the meeting an update regarding the safety issues relating to coaches entering St Benet Biscop.  The trial of a new drop off point for coaches which transport school children to and from the school was cancelled by the Headmaster at very short notice.  A lengthy discussion took place regarding this very disappointing turn of events.  It is still hoped that a solution to this dangerous situation will be found and the Forum once again confirmed its commitment to try to resolve this problem.
· An announcement took place regarding forthcoming events and a reminder that the Mathew Project still requires any donations of tined foods specifically as the demand for food parcel has increased by 100% within the last twelve months. 
           Meeting closed reminding everyone:-
NEXT MEETING MONDAY 24TH March 2014 at 6.30pm.

Salvation Army, Hartford Road, Bedlington
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