ITEM 9
Attachment A

Please see below a message from Steve Bucknall, who will be co-ordinating arrangements for Christmas lighting in South-East Northumberland this year.

This Christmas, NCC will be organizing and paying for lights: ordering, installation, maintenance and dismantling. However, they will not be organizing any ‘event’ re the switch-on. Also, they will be making the same level of provision as last Christmas, unless you want something extra.

I would therefore encourage each parish council to:

· take responsibility for organizing a formal switch-on ceremony (even if you have not had one in the past)

· consider the possibility of working with NCC to achieve an enhanced display ( if your PC is willing to pay the additional cost).

In future years (ie 2010 onwards), it seems likely that NCC will not be able to finance these activities, and it is not yet clear whether they would be willing to provide them even if a PC were willing to pay all of the costs. Therefore, it would be well worthwhile for your PC to work closely with NCC and Steve this year, so that you have a better idea of what is involved.

Please note that it is lawful for your parish council to receive financial donations from local traders and residents towards these costs, which can then be passed to NCC.

Please liaise directly with Steve, and note that there is a degree of urgency.

Happy Christmas

David Francis



From: Bucknall, Steve [mailto:Steve.Bucknall@northumberland.gov.uk] 
Sent: 22 September 2009 10:43
To: 'davidfrancis@ca-north.org.uk'
Subject: Festive Lighting - SE Northumberland
David

Further to our telephone conversation regarding the role of the Town Council’s in the provision of the various festive lighting displays across SE Northumberland, please note the following:

Bedlington

Extensive use of garlands attached to lighting columns and a large decorated tree on main street.

Traditionally no formal switch on event.

Bedlington Station

Extensive use of garlands attached to lighting columns – no tree.

Traditionally no formal switch on event.
I would be grateful if you would contact the various Town Council’s and progress as soon as possible as dates are now being arranged with the various suppliers to have the displays in place in time for the switch on dates. Feel free to pass my contact details to anyone who may need them.

Many thanks

Steve Bucknall IEng MICE
Highways Area Maintenance Manager - South East
