Forum Minutes for April 16th 2009

Chair: Brian Oliver

Secretary: Margaret Oliver 

Present: County Councillor Val Tyler, County Councillor George Todd + 17 members

Apologies:  Alex & Alyson Wallace, Dennis Fancett, Rev Derry Twomey, Val Masters, 

                    Joan Goodwill

(BKO opened the meeting apologising for not being a meeting for the past twelve months and went on to explain that this was due to some ongoing health problems of his but in the meantime he and MRO had still been working representing the Bedlington Forum at various meetings during this time.

(The Townscape Heritage Initiative work has started on the new Market Place design; hopefully it will be finished by September 2009.

(BKO expressed his concern about the potential parking time limit, which Tesco could impose, on the car park to the rear of their property (3hrs limit followed by a £70 fine if you overstay your welcome!).  Such users as the staff at the Police Command block, Law Courts, Whitley Memorial School and shop workers from the Front Street would all be affected by this move not to mention the overspill on the surrounding roads which are already overused for such parking.

(Old School Hall on Church Lane is subject to a Public Enquiry (12th- 14th May at the Community Centre) with reference to the two past planning applications being refused.

(It was agreed by the members present that the money remaining from our Xmas Light fund [£141.79] should now be given to Bedlingtonshire Chamber of Trade, without whose help in covering us, under their liability insurance, it would not have been possible for us to have had the lights up and working on Bedlington Front Street during the past few years.  A proviso was attached that it is used to maintain the lights currently in the trees in St Cuthbert’s Churchyard as well as the ones at the top of the church tower. 

(BKO explained that a new ‘Blue Light’ hospital is being proposed to be built in the Moor Farm roundabout area, which would in effect down grade Wansbeck, Rake Lane and Hexham’s A&E departments.

(BKO & MRO updated everyone on the progress of the Extended Services planned for Meadowdale Middle School.  Quotes have been requested for the cost of a Feasibility Study, now that the quotes are all in, ‘funders’ for the cost of around £10,000 is the next step forward.  The plan is to open up the school for a community based and schools use Sports Facility, which shall be known as M C Development Project, (Meadowdale Community Development Project).  BKO & MRO now have a lot of work to do to fill in and send off funding forms to try to obtain this, fingers crossed.

(As we are still using our original (1999) Constitution it had been recommended by Wansbeck Council for Voluntary Services (WCVS) that it be brought up to 2009 standards, as we need to use it for the funding applications, this meant only a few very minor changes, along with the addition of an Equal Opps statement… it was proposed to accept the changes by County Cllr Val Tyler and seconded by John Masters.  With these changes we can now apply for funding.

(As this is our AGM it was decided to re-elect the Chair, Treasurer and Secretary with the addition of Russell Hogg as Vice Chair, all present accepted these moves:

Chair:  Brian Oliver

Vice Chair:  Russell Hogg

Secretary:  Margaret Oliver 

Treasurer:  Brian Oliver

(BKO stated that our books/accounts had been independently audited by Peter Basnett once again and that we are solvent with a total of £656.76 and informed everyone that this is kept totally for the room hire so we can hold our meetings and that any other costs like the printing of the minutes and posters advertising the meetings, comes out of his own pocket.  There was then offers from the floor given so that in future we can get photocopies done of the minutes & posters, which in turn will help reduce the expense of ink for Brian’s printer.

(BKO explained to the members that there had been a meeting of East & West Bedlington Community Area Partnership members the night before, a vote had been taken and passed to amalgamate the two groups as one.  Brian went on to say that a number of West Bed. CAP members present had felt that the unexpected move had not been discussed prior to that meeting and because of this 5 people abstained from voting.  Following a discussions at our meeting with CAP members who were not present at the previous nights meeting it was felt that Brian should contact WCVS to discus the issue further and if possible get this rectified.

(It was brought up by a member, that there was little information, and thought someone would have been present here tonight, regarding the forth-coming creation of Parish Councillors.  County Councillor Val Tyler explained that a box and information could be obtained from Ashington Town Hall and the person dealing with this was Jackie Brody.
(BKO thanked everyone for attending.

Meeting closed at 20.00hrs.

Next meeting Thursday 10th Dec 2009 6.30pm 

Bedlington Community Centre.

In the Youth Room.

Meeting to include: Update on the bid for funding to cover the cost of a Feasibility Study for               a community and sport facility in Bedlington.

What’s on in the Market Place in the run up to Xmas.  

Progress at the Market Place.

Planning hearing.

Cycleway to Cramlington.

Red Lion Pub, planning application.

