West Bedlington Community Area Partnership / Forum
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 23rd November 2010, 6:30pm at Salvation Army, Bedlington.

Present:
Brian Oliver 


Chair



Malcolm Robinson

Vice Chair



Margaret Oliver 

Bedlington Forum



Colin Heathcote

South Northumberland Radio Group



Neal Younger

South Northumberland Radio Group



Bill Curtis


Rotary Club of Bedlingtonshire



Peter Clark


Salvation Army



John Fox


Resident



Irene Harbottle

Resident



Dave Armstrong

Resident / East Bed Parish Council


John Masters

Bedlington Chamber of Trade



Joan Douglas

Resident



Irene Webster

Friends of Gallagher Park



George Webster

Friends of Gallagher Park Chair



Beverley Roberts

Resident



Keith Dalton 


Resident



William Buglass

Resident



Mike Kelcey


Youth Worker



Sgt John Heaton

Northumbria Police



David Phillip


Salvation Army



David Graham

Resident



Richard Wearmouth

Salvation Army


Arthur Pegg


NCC Cllr



Mary Allen


NCC Cllr



John Hetherington

Secretary Dr Pit Allotment Association



Hugh Kerr


Resident



Russell Hogg


Resident

In attendance:


Lynda Fakir  

NCC Locality Officer


Jenny Tindale
Wansbeck CVS Community Development Worker (minutes)

1. Welcome & Introductions

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and officer introductions were made.  It was agreed with those present that the agenda items would be moved to accommodate the presentations.
2. Apologies

There were no apologies

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
3.1 Inaccuracies in the minutes, point 3.10 amended to read: Cllr Tebbutt said that the council had not been able to afford to maintain the community centre but had offered to provide over £100,000 towards repairs.

3.2 Point 10.2 amended to read “There had been a meeting with the commercial director of RES.  Three small grants have been received from other sources including West Bedlington Town Council, to fund the likes of training courses.
3.3 In his presentation Cllr Tebbutt suggested the Chair invite Andy Rutherford to a future meeting to discuss members concerns around grass cutting, litter etc.  The Chair advised that he felt this would not be productive and reported that the point of contact supplied at the meeting with Ali Henderson has proved to be exceptionally useful.  Mr Henderson has instigated a prompt response to all concerns raised.  In the Chairs opinion, this was a more productive way to move forward.
3.4 Townscape Heritage – Chair advised Richard Schofield normally updates on this item but it was felt that residents could clearly see that work had restarted on the Tallantyre building.  Some traders had withdrawn from the scheme and others had decided to come on board. Cllr Pegg added that he felt the scheme was a good idea and the grants available were quite generous.
3.5 Chairs update – the Chair commented on the recent meeting of all Forum Chairs. During the meeting he voiced concern that he felt the Forums had lost direction. This was echoed by other chairs and needed to be addressed. Having said this there was an awareness that NCC needed to make substantial savings in the next financial year. Cllr Pegg added that he believed the figure to be around £47 million.  Lynda Fakir added that there was also a review of the NSP which currently oversees the Forums.
3.6 Coach access St Benet Biscops R.C. School - concern was raised with regards to access from Ridge Terrace. The concerns have been further compounded by the intention to install a Toucan crossing and double yellow lines in the vicinity, which will further impact on residents living in the area.  Neither the school nor the forum had previously been made aware of plans for the crossing.  Residents in the area have raised a petition demonstrating the strength of their feelings on the matter which will be read out at the next NCC South East Area Committee meeting, to be held in Choppington Welfare.  It was also noted that pupil numbers would increase in Sept 2011.  Members offered solutions to the problem during the discussion and the Chair advised that he would be involved in further meetings with the school, Police and NCC Highways, to discuss common ground to progress.  Cllr Pegg commented that the more signatures that are contained in a petition, the greater strength it would carry.  Members present thanked him for his guidance.
4
Presentation Synergy Radio
4.1
Colin Heathcote introduced his colleague Neil Younger and the concept of the 
project to the meeting. Some grant funding had already been received; however 
a 
further £10k was required to get the premises at 90 Front Street East (former Gas 
showrooms) up and running as a working studio.  The group intended to apply for a 4 
week restricted licence which would cost £5,000.  If this is successful a further 4 week 
restricted licence would be requested. At the end of this period the group would hope  
to convince Ofcom of the validity of a full time licence to broadcast 24/7 throughout the 
year. 

4.2
It was reported that volunteers with varying skills from accountancy to joinery 
would be required to get the project up and running and to keep it going.

4.3 
 A public meeting will be held on 24th November at the Salvation Army Hall, 
Bedlington to raise awareness of the project and encourage volunteers to get 
involved.  
4.4
Answering a question on the “restricted service”, it was advised that this meant: a time limit of 28 days and the power of the transmission to be restricted to reach a radius of about 5 miles around Bedlington.

4.5
Cllr Armstrong asked if the group would be in competition with the other two radio organisations setting up in the area.  The existence of the other two groups was recognised however Synergy has been in the planning stage for 2 years at least and are confident that the project will be a success.
4.6
It was reported that the station would cater for the people in Bedlington, offering a mix of music and chat.  They would be allowed to raise 50% of their income from advertising and sponsorship.

4.7
If successful in obtaining a licence the group hoped to broadcast on mixed 
polarity up to 65 watts which would reach an 8 mile radius of Bedlington.

4.8
John Hetherington asked about the location of the transmitter.  It was confirmed that a 
site is being considered at the moment.

5
Police update
5.1
Sgt Heaton reported that crime was generally on par with the same period last year.  
Metal thefts – especially the stealing of manhole covers was an issue and he asked 
members of the public to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity.

5.2
Successful joint initiatives with Bedlington Youth Partnership, which includes 
detached youth work on a Friday evening, was reported upon.  This has helped 
reduce anti social behaviour in the main, however issues with young people 
congregating outside Tesco’s was still of some concern.
5.3
Completion of the BMX track in Gallagher Park has provided a lasting youth 
diversionary activity for some time to come.  Thanks were noted for the actions of 
George Webster (FOGP) and PC McIntosh in driving the project forward.

5.4
Wetherspoons have reopened the Red Lion Pub and there were no issues to 
report.

5.5
Sgt Heaton commented on the announced cuts to the police budgets. Exact figures were still to be advised, however it was thought that these would be made 
in civilian support services and that front line public-facing services will be retained.  

5.6
Cllr Armstrong requested feedback on young people drinking in Gallagher Park. Sgt Heaton explained that the Police have worked with staff and pupils at St Benet Biscops and have used various mediums such as blue tooth technology text messaging to dissuade young people from engaging in anti social behaviour. This, along with high visibility patrols, has helped address the issue. Parents, who have contacted the Police complaining about young people being stopped, are now supportive of the approach that is being adopted.
5.7
Several members commented on areas where manhole and gully covers may be 
at risk. Hugh Kerr added that many were now being replaced with heavy duty plastic alternatives and that NCC was carrying out this work in a timely manner.

5.8
Members further commented on the delivery of the Gallagher Park BMX project and wished to formally recognise the contribution made by the Friends of Gallagher Park and in particular, thank George Webster.  Enquiries about the project have been received from as far away as Devon and more than 120 young people are using the site on weekends.
6.
Parish update

6.1
Cllr Pegg commented that the last Town Council meeting had been held some 2 
weeks
 earlier. He did not feel it was appropriate to answer questions in the 
absence of fellow councillors or to give a report, when the information could be 
obtained from the minutes of the meeting.
6.2
Cllr Pegg urged members who are interested in the work of the Town Council to 
attend the meetings.  A time slot of 30 minutes is allocated at the beginning of each 
meeting for public questions and councillors are available at the end of the meeting, 
to listen to any further questions. 
The next meeting would be on the 9th December at 6pm in the Salvation Army Hall.  Details of further meetings are available on Cllr Pegg’s web page or from the 
Town Clerk: John Nicholson 
Tel: 01670 843227
email: westbedlingtontowncouncil@gmail.com 
6.3
Cllr Pegg also respectfully requested that this item be removed from the Forum 
agenda for future meetings.
7.
Update Bedlingtonshire Development Trust
7.1
Malcolm Robinson discussed the progress made on accessing funding and the pitfalls encountered. Contact has been made with the North East Civic Trust which has proved to be a supportive partner, bringing expertise to a building project.

7.2 
A question was asked about the membership of the Development Trust Board.  The 
members were identified as: 

Malcolm Robinson, Brian Oliver, Andrew Milne and Hugh Kerr.  The meeting was  
           Informed that possible members have been targeted and have agreed to offer their 
           help in the near future adding value to the management group.
7.3
Board members have been able to take up training, this included Procurement Training - identified as training designed to help small businesses develop the skills needed to
submit tenders for work to large organisations, such as the County Council, and the Care Trust, National Government and even the EU. John Masters gave advice on keeping within the equality and diversity rules that apply to the competitive tendering process.  Other training included Mentoring which is hoped to provide employment based mentoring aimed especially at young people and also training with relevance to community building renovation.  
7.4
Malcolm introduced the Healthy Food Project which includes delivering small bags and boxes of fruit or veg at £4.00, or large bags and boxes at £6.50, to the door of the client.  The vegetables are locally grown or sourced.  Fruit is from further afield, but is purchased from Fair Trade suppliers.
7.5
The project aims to particularly target older people and young families.  The Development Trust 
recognises that there is a need for some learning and education around cooking and preparing fresh fruit and vegetables and has already identified a partner to deliver this element of the project. 

7.6
Discussion took place on how best to reach a target group, the success of 
previous 
schemes and the availability of local produce.
7.7
The Development Trust had calculated that if it were to take up franchises in Bedlington and neighbouring Ashington, it would need to make deliveries to 5  properties in every 800 to break event.  A market test poll taken in the room identified 7 residents who would be interested in the scheme.  That indicated very good odds. The Salvation Army suggested a similar poll be taken at the lunch club which is held in its premises.

8.
Any Other Business
8.1
Wansbeck Homes, Community Project Fund. – As a member of the Area 
Management Committee, Keith Dalton raised awareness of this fund which is 
available to the wider community.  There is a maximum of £5,000 available for 
projects that benefit the community.

8.2
Community Centre – John Masters asked if there was an update and expressed 
disappointment that this community facility was no longer available.  It was 
reported that progress was held up due to delays in the legal process. 

8.3
Elliott’s Garage – Hugh Kerr raised concerns around this site.  The Chair 
reported 
that he had raised concerns regarding the removal of asbestos and oil and water 
leakages to NCC who had acted quickly.  The issues were to be followed up by an 
Environmental Enforcement Officer and Environmental Health.

8.4
Glebe Court Development – members discussed the proposed development of 
Glebe Court Hostel and the Terrier site by the Bernicia Group.  It would appear that no 
formal plans have been posted, however full consultation has taken place with staff in 
the affected establishments.  It was thought the new schemes would include 10 
bungalows.

8.5
Old School – concerns were raised regarding the safety of the building.  It was noted 
that improvements had been made to the security fencing.  The Chair 

advised that the existing planning application still had 2 years to run.  It was 
agreed that this site, which is owned by a private developer detracted from the 
efforts being made to beautify the town centre.
8.6
Lighting – Cllr Armstrong raised concern that an older lamppost had not been 
removed at the side of the TSB Bank when the replacement one had been 
installed.  The chair agreed to raise this with Ali Henderson.

8.7
Bus shelter –Hugh Kerr raised this matter as still outstanding.  Broken glass had not 
been replaced.  He also mentioned bushes on the entrance to the Chesters still had 
not been trimmed back.

9.
Date, Time & Venue next meeting

Tuesday 25th January 2011, 6.30pm at the Salvation Army Hall.

Agreed as a true record


……………………………………………………………Chair


Date: ……………………………………….
