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Newsletter – No 1

A very happy Christmas and a good New Year to all supporters of our community radio project. 

Progress towards achieving our aim of basing a genuinely accessible community radio station to serve south east Northumberland has been slow but steady. 

Grants from the Big Lottery Awards for All and local councils together with voluntary contributions have contributed to our current total available funding of just over £10,000. This sum should be enough to cover the cost of the broadcasting licence and performing rights fees, equipment purchase and hire, utility charges, marketing, insurance and administration of our first four-week Restricted Service Licence (RSL) broadcast. 

We are still seeking further funding to cover all the other costs for re-furbishing the ground floor of 90 Front Street East, Bedlington – the site of our studio. We have had generous offers of help with the conversion work from several individuals and a local building company. 

Planning consent for change of use of the former British Gas showroom has been submitted and we look forward to a decision from the planning authority, Northumberland County Council by the end of January. 

Our next tasks are to formalise the kind offer of a three-year peppercorn rent occupancy agreement with Andy Millne, co-owner of the property and arrange for the electricity supply to be re-connected. 

Needless to say we are itching to get on with the work and anxious not to lose momentum in the progress we have to date. We thank all people who have expressed an interest in offering their help to us and we will be in contact again to ask for help with the refurbishment. In the meantime we would be grateful if you could continue to spread the word that we are ‘getting there’. And if anybody has some bright ideas for funding sources, please get in touch.
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