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Newsletter – No 2

A very happy Easter to all supporters of our community radio project. We’ve had three important developments since our last newsletter in January: more grant aid; planning consent; and lease agreement.

We have been allocated £3000 by the Bernicia Group, some recommended by its Bedlington Area Committee, which is a very welcome boost to our finances. The money adds to pledges, donations and other grants giving us a pretty healthy bank balance of around £13,000. This should be enough to cover the cost of the broadcasting licence and performing rights fees, equipment, utility charges, marketing, insurance and administration of our first four-week Restricted Service Licence (RSL) broadcast. 

At long last we have secured the necessary planning consent for change of use of the ground floor of 90 Front Street East, Bedlington – the site of our studio. 

The change of use consent acted as the go-ahead for signing a three-year lease on the premises.

The next steps are: to get the electricity supply connected, obtain an architect’s design for the building and take up the generous offer of assistance of a local building and development company to start work on transforming the former British Gas showroom into a smart new studio and office. We will be putting out an appeal for volunteer aid to help with a variety of associated building and decorating tasks.

Other news includes a series of broadcasting training videos put together with the co-operation of the King Edward VI School, and the kind offer of a dedicated Synergy radio website by specialist designer James Mellon of ‘bitingedge’.

And interest in our project continues to grow: hits on the bedlington.co.uk site in response to a message about our project have now sailed past the 5,000 mark.
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